
Visual Arts  Policy 
 

Introduction 
This Visual Arts whole school plan was prepared by the staff of Ballaghlea N.S. during the 
academic year 2013 -2014 and will be implemented in full from October 2013.                      
Anne-Marie Farrell Principal, Yvonne Gacquin, Catriona Collins, Martina Fitzmaurice and 
Helena Hanley 
 

Aims Of The Visual Arts Plan: 
We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Visual Arts 

• To help develop sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world, and to provide for 
aesthetic experience 

• To help the child express ideas, feelings and experiences in visual and tactile forms 

• To enable the child to have enjoyable and purposeful experiences of different art 
media and to have opportunities to explore, experiment, imagine, design and 
communicate with different art materials 

• To promote the child’s understanding of and personal response to creative processes 
involved in making two and three-dimensional art 

• To enable the child to develop the skills and techniques necessary for expression, 
inventiveness and individuality 

• To enable the child to experience the excitement and fulfilment of creativity and the 
achievement of potential through art activities 

• To foster sensitivity towards and enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts 

• To provide opportunities for the child to explore how the work of artists and 
craftspeople might relate to his/her work 

CONTENT OF THE PLAN 

Strands and Strand Units 

Strand Strand Unit 

1. Drawing Making drawings 
Looking and Responding 

2. Paint and Colour Painting 
Looking and Responding 

3. Print Making Prints 
Looking and Responding 

4. Clay Developing form in clay 
Looking and Responding 

5. Construction  Making constructions 
Looking and Responding 

6. Fabric and Fibre Creating in fabric and fibre 
Looking and Responding 

 
All teachers are familiar with the content objectives for their class levels and refer to them 
regularly when planning for their classes. 
 



Children with Different Needs 
Teachers support and ensure the participation of children with special needs by referring to 
N.C.C.A. Guidelines for Teachers of students with Mild General Learning Disabilities.  All 
teachers differentiate in their Art lessons according to the needs of the pupils in their class. 
 
Time-table 

There are approximately 35 hours for Visual Arts in the year, which are used to teach the six 
strands - each strand being allocated approx 6 hours. This ensures a balance between 2D 
and 3D strands and between making and doing and looking and responding to art. 
Sometimes teachers block time for project work e.g. preparation for Christmas.  
The practical nature of the subject should be taken into consideration when allocating time. 
Visual art lessons based on the looking and responding strand unit might be timetabled at 
another time during the week from the practical session.  
Yearly Plan 
Teachers ensure there is continuity and progress from class to class. 
 
Lesson Format 
Each lesson generally follows the following format: 
1. Stimulus: Introduction 
Children are provided with a stimulus to motivate them to participate in the art lesson 
 

2. Activity: Making and Doing 
 

3. Evaluation: Responding to Art 
 
The emphasis is not on finishing a piece of art.  Children are encouraged and taught to 
respond constructively to the work of their peers and others. Children display their work 
and may present their work to other classes.  
Children are given opportunities to develop sensitivity informally and in context, the 
qualities of line, shape, form, pattern and rhythm, colour and tone, texture and spatial 
organisation. 
Teachers use a variety of approaches – whole class work, individual work, pairs, groups and 
project work.  
 
Looking and Responding 
Children are encouraged to look and respond to their natural environment. In integrating 
with Science children are taught to appreciate the school grounds.  Visits are arranged 
regularly for children to, Ballygar Forest and Newbridge Nature Trail . 
Children are brought to Roscommon Arts Centre during the year if programme links to the 
curriculum.  
Art work is displayed in classrooms and on corridors and this leads to discussion, 
comparisons etc. Pictures from the National Gallery and other sources are used for 
discussion with children. The Interactive Board is also used to display pictures and 
encourage children to respond to art.  
 
 
 
 



Language 
Children are enabled to develop a visual vocabulary for looking at and critiquing the visual 
arts through teaching them and encouraging them to use terms such as shade, form, tint, 
tone etc. and these are used regularly during class.  
 
Integration & Linkage 
Art lessons are integrated, where possible with what is being taught in other subjects or 
what theme I being explored.  Art lessons can incorporate more than on e strand at a time. 
 
Assessment and Record Keeping  
The primary form of assessment in our school is teacher observation where the teacher 
notes the quality of imagination, inventiveness and involvement of the child. The child’s 
ability to use materials and tools, the child’s contribution to group activities and the quality 
of his/her responses to artwork can be observed and recorded. Use will also be made of 
teacher-designed tasks to assess areas of development. Projects, work samples and child 
portfolios will also be used to look at the progress of skills development and as a record of 
achievement.  
 

Displays 
In school 
The school corridors and classrooms are used to display artwork completed by the children.  
 
Outside school 
Projects and artwork from 2nd and 6th class are displayed in the church for the sacraments of 
Confirmation and the Eucharist.  Sometimes Art work is displayed in the local shops and 
Centre.  Art work is regularly uploaded on the school website. 
 

Resources and ICT 
Resources 
Books in relation to the visual arts and art appreciation are available in the resource section 
of the staff room.  
To date materials are purchased by Mrs. Collins in consultation with staff.   
 
ICT  
CDs, and Internet clips are sometimes used to promote discussion and provide a stimulus to 
encourage children to participate in the Visual Arts lesson. Virtual Tours of Gallerys are also 
used for the looking and respond strand.  
 
Community Links 
Links are forged with the local community by working with the local Credit Union for Art 
competitions, and with Newbridge Nature Trail, using nature walks a stimulus.   
 
Outside artists are invited to the school to work with the children. We have invited an artist 
to work on a mural with the children which is grant aided through Medtronic Galway. 
 
 
 



 
Timetable 
It has been agreed that the whole school will engage in the strand Clay in Term 2 
 
Health & Safety 

• Children wear protective clothing during Art lessons 

• At the beginning of each year, all teachers revise Health & Safety regarding Art e.g. 
correct hold of scissors etc. 

 
Individual Teachers Planning & Staff Development 
Teachers are required to keep termly plans, and must refer to school plan and curriculum 
documents.  All strands are covered each year.  A collaborative environment is encouraged 
among staff. 
 
Implementation 
Mrs. Catriona Collins will co-ordinate the progress of the plan, encourage and accept 
feedback, and report to staff on the findings. 
 
Review 
It will be necessary to review the plan on a regular basis to ensure optimum implementation 
of the visual arts curriculum in the school. 
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